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Fork Church measures approximately 34' x  74' wi th  22" t h i c k  w a l l s  f i n e l y  
l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  glazed headers  above a  bevel led  water  t a b l e  and 
English bond below. Rubbed b r i c k  is  employed i n  the  jambs and segmental 
a r ches  of  the  windows a s  w e l l  a s  a t  the  co rne r s  of  t h e  bu i ld ing .  The 
a rches  over  t h e  west and south  doors  have each been hidden by a  small  
pedimented porch supported on square b r i c k  columns, both probably added 
i n  the  ea r ly -n ine teen th  century .  The bu i ld ing  is  covered by a  gable  roof  
wi th  i t s  o r i g i n a l  modi l l ion  co rn ice ,  but  a  change i n  the  p a t t e r n  of the  
b r i c k  i n  t h e  west gable  sugges ts  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  church once 
had c l ipped  gables .  The chimney on t h e  e a s t  end,  a long w i t h  the  cover 
over  the  basement door on the  no r th  s i d e ,  a r e  a d d i t i o n s  of 1957. The 
window frames and sash  a r e  l i t t l e  a l t e r e d  and r e t a i n  much of t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  g l a s s .  

Al tered  Unoltercd 

? ,  

Much of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  su rv ives  on the  i n s i d e  of the  church but  i n  
a l t e r e d  form. The c o l o n i a l  pews were c u t  down i n  1830, and por t ions  of  
them were incorpora ted  i n t o  the  p resen t  pews. The p resen t  p u l p i t  i s  a l s o  
composed of  po r t ions  of  c o l o n i a l  m a t e r i a l  and s t ands  i n  a  l o c a t i o n  
d i f f e r e n t  from the  o r i g i n a l .  The o r i g i n a l  g a l l e r y  i n  the  r e a r  of  t h e  
nave su rv ives  l a r g e l y  i n t a c t ,  but  t h e  lower po r t ion  has been enclosed 
wi th  p a r t i t i o n s .  Fork church ' s  marble font  is a l s o  of  c o l o n i a l  o r i g i n ,  
bu t  i t  o r i g i n a l l y  belonged t o  Mattaponi Church, King and Queen County, 
which is now occupied by the  B a p t i s t s .  

0 M O V . ~  chipin~r Sil. 

Adjacent t o  t h e  church is  a pos t - co lon ia l  graveyard enclosed by a  b r i c k  
1: , .wal&,,., The . churcp~ ' s  spJp,h,g; i p  gnhan~ed: .~oth . ,by , .  its i a o l a f e d  l o c a t i ~ o  and 

by t h e  numerous t r e e s  which s tand  i n  t h e  i m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y .  
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Fork Church was e rec t ed  circa 1736-40 a s  the  second Lower ch'urchidf S t .  
Mar t in ' s  Par i sh .  Its name is derived from the  name o f  the  surrounding 
a r e a  which l i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  fo rk  formed by the  confluence of  the  North 
Anna and South Anna Rivers which jo in  t o  form the  Pamunkey. B u i l t  t o  
r e p l a c e  the  f i r s t  lower church which t r a d i t i o n a l l y  was loca ted  on t h e  
same o r  a nearby s i t e ,  the  p ic turesque  bu i ld ing  s t ands  i n  a n  unspoiled 
r u r a l  s e t t i n g .  The church i s  l a i d  out  i n  t h e  more usual  form of  a 
V i rg in i a  c o l o n i a l  church,  being r ec t angu la r ,  without  t r a n c e p t s ,  and 
having a f r o n t  and s i d e  door and a s imple gable roof .  I t  is unusual 
f o r  having survived wi th  s o  many of i t s  e a r l y ,  i f  n o t  o r i g i n a l ,  f i t t i n g s ,  
among which is a f i n e  n ine teenth-century  pipe organ. Unlike most of 
V i r g i n i a ' s  o l d  churches,  Fork Church does not  appear  t o  have been 
vandal ized  by Northern t roops dur ing  t h e  War. 

Amorig thd more-notable persons who o f t e n  a t tended s e r v i c e s  a t  Fork Church 
were P a t r i c k  Henry, Dolly Madison, and t h e  n o v e l i s t  Thomas Nelson Page. 
From 1893 t o  1903, Fork Church's r e c t o r  was the  Reverend S. S. Hepburn, 
g randfa the r  of  a c t r e s s  Katharine Hepburn. 
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